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A year of criminal justice:
NAVACELLE major criminal trials from July 2024 to July 2025

seunky Navacelle looks back at six criminal trials held in France and that made
headlines for their legal, political, social, or criminal significance.

14 July 2025

Trial of Libyan financing of Nicolas Sarkozy’s campaign: an out of the ordinary legal case

The trial into suspicions of Libyan financing of Nicolas Sarkozy’s 2007 prcmdcntml campaubn has ?wcn rise to a high-profile
trial. The prosecution has requested up to 7 years’ imprisonment and Syean ineligibility against the former pres1dent This trial

highlights the evidentiary challenges associated with international corruption cases, which are often based on clues rather than
direct evidence.

— @, Investigation

= Investigation opened in 2013 by the Paris Public Prosecutor’s Office, closed in 2023, notably following:

- statements made by businessman Ziad Takieddine in 2011, according to which Libya, led by Muammar Gaddafi, had financed Nicolas Sarkozy’s presidential
campaign in 2007.

- arricles b\ ’\/ledmp‘lrt in 2011 and 2012 on this 5ub]ut rLl’Lrlll’lb, among other tlnnp to letters from Nicolas &111(04\ and Claude Guéant, Nicolas Sarkozy’s
chief of staft when he was Minister of the Interior from 2005 to 20()/ and then Secretary General of the El\ sée from 2007 ONWz ards, sent to senior Lub\ an

OHILIJ]\, as wi Lll as a note ll om tl"l( lL)l mer ll("ld Ol L lb} an fOl(’lé’n inte llét‘n((’ n](ntlonlné_’ an ‘li’l eement in pl lnLlpl(’ to l’lndn((’ NILOl‘l\ S‘ll l(07\ S| Ldl'np Ué_’n
to the tune of €50 million.

— m Trial

= January to April 2025, at the Paris Criminal Court.

s After the referral to this court of Nicolas Sarkozy and twelve other people, including Claude Guéant, Eric Woerth, Nicolas
Sarkozy’s campaign treasurer and then Minister, Thierry Gaubert, businessman and advisor to Nicolas Sarkozy, and Brice
Hortefeux, close to Nicolas Sarl(ozy and then Minister.

= Suspicion ofa corruption pact between Nicolas S:lrkozy, Muammar Gaddafi and cheir respective entourages for the ﬁnancing
of the campaign in exchange for diplomatic and economic favours to Libya.

m Referral for passive corruption’, use of embezzled public funds?, illegal ﬁnancing of an election campaign’ and criminal
conspiracy*.

— @: Sentencing

=

= The National Financial Prosecutor’s Office (PNF) requested on March 27, 2025, that Nicolas Sarkozy be sentenced to seven
years in prison, a €300,000 fine, and five years ofincligibility.

— Upcoming legal proceedings

September 25, 2025

Decision expected and, in the event of conviction, an appeal is lilcely to be filed in light of the defense strategy zldopted by the
defendants during the trial.

Impact
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1. Article 432-11 of the Criminal Code. 2. Article 321-1 of the Criminal Code. 3. Articles L. 86 to L. 117-1 of the Electoral Code. 4. Article 450-1 of the Criminal Code.



