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A year of criminal justice:
NAVACELLE major criminal trials from July 2024 to July 2025

seunky Navacelle looks back at six criminal trials held in France and that made
headlines for their legal, political, social, or criminal significance.

14 July 2025

Trial of European parliamentary assistants of the FN: misappropriation of European funds and political outrage

The case of the Front National’s parliamentary assiscants gave rise to a large-scale ﬂudlc1d1 investigation, revealing an alleged
system of’ mlsapproilmtlon of European funds. The convictions, accompam(d by ineligibility penalties, sparked a livel pohtlcal
and legal debate, rekindling discussions on the provisional onforeziment o soniemans sl dhe independence of the judiciary.

@, Investigation

Administrative

®  Opened in 2014.
By the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF).

m For fictitious ]()bs and 1rreguldr1tles in the payment of salaries to Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) from the Front National (FN): OLAF
ausrured that these salaries were being used to pay parliamentary assistants whose job was not to help FN MEPs carry out their duties as MEPs but, in
reality, to work directly for the party or for their own personal needs.

Judicial

L] Opened in 2015, followed b}' a judicial inquiry in 2016.
m  For misappropriation of public funds, use of misappropriated funds, organized fraud, forgery and use of forged documents, undeclared work.

[ | IIldiL‘thnt in 2()17 Zlnd 2()[8, f‘()“()\v\fd b_V l'CfL‘l‘l‘lll to thC Crilninlll court Of‘ SCVCrﬂ.l FN Cl]lpl()}’cts ﬁnd lcildCrS, il’l\:luding I\/Iill‘inc LC PC]’L as \VC“ as fh(‘ }’)ﬂrf’\'
itself.

m Trial

= September to November 2024, before the Paris Criminal Court.

| 1APPC£11'LIT\L’C Of‘24 individuuls ill"ld tl’lC })Lll'f}' {"01” SCt[iﬂg Llp a system to embezzle moncy pilid b_\ [hC EU.TOPCHT\ Union to thC FN.

— § Sentencing

in March 2025

®  Of'the 24 defendants and the FN to prison sentences, fines and disqualification from public office for
— misappropriation ofpublic funds' for MEPs,
- use of the proceeds of this offense for parliamentary assistants,
- for certain FN leaders, they were found to be accomplices.

m  Marine Le Pen: four years’ imprisonment, including two years’ suspended sentence with electronic tagging, a fine of €100,000 and five years ineligibility,
tl’lk l atrer sentence bklnb bub ect to prO\lblon )l (nfORLant

B FN: €2 million fine, iﬂcluding €1 million in pl‘incipal, and the confiscation of €1 million.

Upcoming legal proceedings
First half of 2026

Appcal trial of 12 convicted persons, including Marine Le Pen, as well as the FN (now known as the National Rnlly — RN).

In the meantime

Provisional enforcement of numerous sentences of ineligibility, including that of Marine Le Pen, removing her from office as a local elected representative and
m:lking her ineligiblc until 2030 and therefore for the presidentiu] elections scheduled to take plnce in 2027.

@ Impact

Numerous criticisms of the use of the judicial system for political ends, particularly in light of the fact that Marine Le Pen may
idate to the next presidential elections:

nce put into question, particularly for judges trying ele

Increused debate on the meanlng and justlflcatlon of prowswnul enforcement:
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1. Article 432-15 of the Criminal Code.



