
A year of criminal justice:
major criminal trials from July 2024 to July 2025
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Navacelle looks back at six criminal trials held in France and that made 
headlines for their legal, political, social, or criminal significance.

This internationally acclaimed trial revealed the extent of a system of sexual violence orchestrated over nearly a decade. 
Symbolized by the courage of Gisèle Pélicot, this case shocked public opinion and challenged society’s notions of consent  
and rape.

Judicial investigation opened in 2020 after the arrest for voyeurism1 of Dominique Pélicot, the main defendant.

September to December 2024 – before the criminal court of Vaucluse.

Dominique Pélicot: 20 years’ imprisonment, with a minimum term of two-thirds, in accordance with the public prosecutor’s 
recommendations?

Appeal trial before the Gard Assize Court, composed of professional judges and jurors, to retry a single convicted person6 who 
appealed solely against the quantum of his sentence.

Following the appeal trial, trial on civil interests before the Avignon Judicial Court, which will allow the victims, Gisèle Pélicot 
and her children and grandchildren, to obtain compensation for the harm suffered.

50 co-defendants: sentences ranging from 3 years’ imprisonment5 for sexual assault to 15 years’ imprisonment, in particular 
for one defendant involved in six rapes.

Discovery, via the examination of his computer equipment, of a vast network of sexual abuse against his wife and main victim, 
Gisèle Pélicot, revealing in particular numerous rapes2 under chemical submission carried out by him or by other men.

In open court.
Composed solely of professional magistrates (no jury).
Appearance of 51 defendants for acts ranging from sexual assault3 to aggravated rape, in particular due to the fact it had been 
committed in group and under chemical subjugation4, acknowledged by some, including Dominique Pélicot, and minimized 
or even denied by others.

By refusing to hold the trial behind closed doors, significant media coverage and unprecedented social aware-
ness in the context of a trial, around the concepts of rape and sexual assault:

Highlighting the absence of a definition of consent in the Criminal Code:

Impact

The Mazan trial: a system of sexual violence revealed

apparent shift in attitudes and transfer of shame to the perpetrator.

Opening of debates on the concept of consent.
Submission of a bill aimed at incorporating the concept of non-consent into the definition of the crime of rape.
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1. Article 226-3-1 of the Criminal Code. 2. Article 222-23 of the Penal Code. 3. Articles 222-22 and 222-27 of the Penal Code. 4. Article 222-24 of the Penal Code. 5. Including 
two years suspended. 6. Withdrawal of 16 other defendants who had initially announced their intention to appeal


