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The case of the former head of domestic intelligence, marked by the spying on journalists and the compromising of State secrets, 
has reopened the debate on the influence of big business in legal cases, despite the CJIP (assimilated to the deferred prosecution 
agreement) signed by LVMH in 2021.

Opened in 2014.
Mainly targeting Bernard Squarcini, Director of the Central Directorate of Internal Intelligence (DCRI) from 2008 to 2012, 
then head of the private economic intelligence consulting firm he created.
Following suspicions of mobilizing his network in the public sector to serve the interests of the private sector, in particular 
those of the LVMH group.

November 2024, before the Paris Criminal Court.

Eight defendants (acquittal of two defendants, the former magistrate and the prefect).

Bernard Squacini: four years in prison (including two years suspended), a fine of €200,000, the confiscation of more than 
€400,000, and a five-year professional ban, a sentence that is higher than what the public prosecutor had requested.

Appeal proceedings to follow, as Bernard Squarcini’s lawyers have announced that they will appeal the conviction.

Appearance of Bernard Squarcini and nine other defendants, including a former magistrate, a prefect, police officers, and 
consultants who worked alongside him.

Referral for various offenses: influence peddling1, misappropriation of public funds2, compromising national defense secrets3, 
forgery of public documents4, breach of professional secrecy5.

Conviction for spying on the newspaper Fakir and François Ruffin on behalf of the LVMH group
 → Strengthening of press freedom.

Conclusion of a CJIP by the LVMH group in 2021 for a public interest fine of €10 million, thus avoiding a criminal 
conviction 
→ A two-tier criminal justice system for large companies.

Squarcini case: conviction for private intelligence serving private interests

→  A multitude of allegations, including, for example, the surveillance of individuals, including journalists from Fakir and François Ruffin, the obtaining of  
     confidential information, and the facilitation of administrative procedures.

on March 7, 2025

1. Article 432-11 of the Criminal Code. 2. Article 432-15 of the Criminal Code. 3. Article 432-10 of the Criminal Code. 4. Article 441-4 of the Criminal Code. 5. Article 226-13 
of the Criminal Codel.
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Upcoming legal proceedings

A year of criminal justice:
major criminal trials from July 2024 to July 2025

Navacelle looks back at six criminal trials held in France and that made 
headlines for their legal, political, social, or criminal significance.
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