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A year of criminal justice:
NAVACELLE major criminal trials from July 2024 to July 2025

seunky Navacelle looks back at six criminal trials held in France and that made
headlines for their legal, political, social, or criminal significance.

14 July 2025

Joél Le Scouarnec trial: an extraordinary trial for massive sexual violence

Convicted of 111 rapes and 188 sexual assaults, former surgeon Joél Le Scouarnec admitted the acts committed between 1980
and 2017. The trial high]ighted the scale of the violence, the silence of medical institutions and the lack of coordination between
health institutions. A civil trial is scheduled for November 2025 to seck compensation for the harm suffered by the victims.

. @, Investigation

= Opened in 2017, closed in 2024.

Following statements by an alleged victim and following initial proceedings in which Joél Le Scouarnec, a former surgeon,
was convicted of sexual assault and rape and sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment in 2020.

Searches at Joél Le Scouarnec’s home led to the discovery of notebooks detailing sexual assaults and rapes committed in the
course of his duties as a doctor on more than 300 victims since the 1980s.

— m Trial

= February to June 2025, before the Morbihan Criminal Court.

= Composed solely of professional magistrates (no jury).
» For sexual assault and rape of his patients, most of whom were minors under the age of 15.

= Representation of more than 300 victims, with Joél Le Scouarnec admitting his guilt.

— § Sentencing

On May 28, 2025

= Joél Le Scouarnec: 20 years’ imprisonment with a minimum term of two-thirds for 111 rapes and 188 sexual assaults, in
accordance with the public prosecutor’s request of May 23, 2025.

— Upcoming legal proceedings

No appeal planned, following Joél Le Scouarnec’s decision.

November 2025

Trial on civil interests, which will allow victims to obtain compensation for the harm suffered.

Impact

= Massive highlighting of victims’ voices during the trial

- Reinforced recognition of the status of victims, although criticisn been levelled at the impossibility of combining or aggravating sentences given
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the number of acts committed or the number of victims (identica tence for 1 or 111 rapes).

= Revealed the possible lack of coordination and communication between the healthcare institutions where Joél
Le Scouarnec worked, the silence of the medical hierarchy, and the lack of clear procedures when certain
serious facts were revealed

- Highlighted potential negligence and the responsibilities of the medical authorities.
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