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Famous French actor Gérard Depardieu was sentenced to 18 months’ suspended imprisonment, two years’ ineligibility and 
registration on the sexual offenders register for alleged sexual assaults that occurred during filming in 2021. The trial was marked 
by strong opposition between the parties. Critics focused on the defense strategy deployed by Depardieu and his lawyer, which 
was deemed to be hurtful to the victims. An appeal has been announced, while other proceedings remain in progress.

Opened in 2024.

March 24 to 27, 2025, before the Paris Criminal Court.

Gérard Depardieu: 18 months’ suspended prison sentence, a two-year ban on standing for election, and registration on the 
register of sex offenders (FIJAIS) for sexual assault.

Could have an impact on other ongoing cases following complaints of sexual assault and rape involving Gérard Depardieu, 
some of which could lead to future trials.

Appeal to be heard, announced by Gérard Depardieu’s lawyer.

Following complaints from two members of the film crew of Les Volets verts (an assistant director and a set designer) against 
Gérard Depardieu for alleged sexual assault during filming in 2021.

After a postponement obtained on October 28, 2024 due to Gérard Depardieu’s absence for medical reasons.  

Strong opposition between the civil parties (the alleged victims) and the defense during the trial, linked to Gérard Depardieu’s 
refusal to plead guilty.

Gérard Depardieu ordered to pay additional compensation to the two victims due to the defense’s attitude 
towards them, which was deemed hurtful and outrageous.

Depardieu trial: a defense strategy leading to a controversial sentence

Secondary victimization of victims: many questions about the freedom of speech of lawyers and respect for the rights of the defense.→
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A year of criminal justice:
major criminal trials from July 2024 to July 2025

Navacelle looks back at six criminal trials held in France and that made 
headlines for their legal, political, social, or criminal significance.
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